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Editor's Notes

Two decades, or for that matter even a century,
is not too long a period in the history of an institution,
dedicated to the development and advancement of the
fine arts and its exponents. But when that institution
and its history are inseparably interwined with the bet-
ter part of the dedicated life of its founder, the two
decades assume special significance and compel spe-
cial attention to them.

And that is precisely the reason for this commemo-
rative book- Kalabhavan of Ernakulam, which has its
fame spreading nationally and internationally, is twenty
years old. Born at the threshold of the Seventies as a
tiny forum for Christian devotional songs, it now enters -
the Nineties as a full grown Academy of Arts with its
own multistoreyed ‘Bhavan’ (Office building), with -
multifarious activities and a multitude of associates
and desciples under its umbrella. Fr. Abel, the founder-
President of Kalabhavan, who came at the prime of
his life to Ernakulam, to plant the seed, and nurtured it
with single-minded dedication for two decades, is
also entering his graceful Seventies. Nineties will,
hopefully, see further growth of his brain-child and
bestow on him the title ‘Father of Arts and Artists’in
the Metropolis of Cochin and Kerala at large.

This book is a humble effort to record for posterity
the history of Kalabhavan and the dedicated life of its
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