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CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA

TO
it Yorus
Ghrist Fesus
THE KING OF NATIONS
THIS LITTLE BOOK
13
HUMBLY DEDICATED
IN THE HOPE THAT
AS MANY SOULS AS FOSSIBLE IN MALABAR

MAY LEARN TO SING
HIS DIVINE PRAISES

IS PERFECT UNION OF MIND AND HEART AND VOICK.
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great pleasure, has been prepared with both Syrian
and vernacular parts for the Malabar dioceses of
the Oriental rite, by Rev. Fr. A. Saldanha, 8. . with
the approval and encouragement of the respective
Hierarchy, The fact that most of the melodies
incorporated in the 11 Part of the work have already
stood the test of congregational singing guarantees
their suitability for the purpose.  Devotion-inspiring
singing is certainly an’excellent means of encouraging
the peOpfe to take an enthusiastic part in our religious
functions and of teaching them a better appreciation
of the beauty of collective worship. 1 consider it
then in keeping with my duties as Representative
of the Holy See to second the Syrian Hierarchy of
Malabar in encouraging the
publication of this manual and I trust that it wi.ll i.n
large ‘measure - attain the purpose for which it is
published.

In conclusion I congratulate Fr. Saldanha who
“studying beautifulness” has ‘‘sought out musical
tunes and published canticles of the Scriptures”
(Eccles. XLIV, 3-6), and 1 wish his work ecvery
success, for the glory of God and an ever wider
conformity with the mind and wishes of | Holy
Church on congregational singing.

commending and

BANGALORE, APRIL 4TH 5937.
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Letters of Recommendatlon frogxr[ :

Syrian Bishops MUSICOLOGICAL
¥ i p SOCIETY OF INDIA
ARCHBISHOP'S HOUSE,

Lrnakulam, India,
Rav, and Dear Father, 213k June 1936,

I bave had the manuseript of the musical notes of the
Syrino Mass efc, duly examined and am glad bo see that they are
done well. I have great pleasure to thank Your Reverence for
your patient labours and to approve thess notbes (with the few
suggestions I have made in my previous letter.) 1 recommend
this work fo the clergy of the Syro-Malabar rite and sbrongly
advise them to follow this book so that there may be ugiformiby -
in our church music. This work of yours, I am sure, will bo a
lasting service dona fo the Syro-Malabar Church,

With my cordial blessing,

I remain,
Yours very sincersly,
T AvcusTINg KANDATHIL,

Archbishop of Ernakulam.
Rev, Fr. A. Saldanha, S. J.

86. Michael's School, Cannanore.

Bisuop's Iouss,

Ohanganacherry,
Rov, and Dear Fathor, B80th June 1936.

Thankfully acknowledging your kind lotter of the 26th inst.,
I hasten to inform you that I am very much pleased with your
work of rendering our liturgical chanf in musieal notes, I bless
thoe work most hearbily and wish it wide cireulation capecially
among bhe clergy of our Syriac rite.

With hearty blossings,

Tam -
Yours singeroly
T JAMESJ. KALACHERRY,

Biskop of Changanacherry,
To Rev. Fr. Saldanha, S. J, Cannanore,
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Tur CarEoLtc Bisgor's HOUSE,
Iottayam, Tranvancors,
rd July 19386,

Rev. and Dear Father,

I am to thank you for your labour and pationce ab eebting
the Music of the Byro.Malabar Mass, Benediotion etc, into
notes and to express my full approbation of your work., I am
hoping the same will soon be ready for use. I sbell see that
your book will be accepted in the Diocese by my clergy and cheir
and made use of for uniformity in the singing. His Grace our
Moetropolitan Archbishop had sent the notes round to us—his
Suffragan Bishops —and I had already given my consent for the

~approval to be given to bhe same by His Grace.

With my best blessings and prayers for the success of your
work, I remain,
Yours devetedly in the 8. E. of Jesus,
T ALEXANDER,
Bishov of Kotiayam,
Rov, Fr. A, Saldanha, 8.7,
St. Michasl's School
Cannanore,

Bispor's Houss,
Trichur, S. India,
20—0—1936.
Dear Rov, Father, .
Your letbor with a copy of the Archbishop’s approbation
ol the Syrian Music, Ti includes mine too'and hence a sepurato
letter wonld bo superfluous, 1 shall however warmly recommend
your work bo the clorgy of the diccese,
Yours sinearely,
T . Vazuarinoy,
Bishop of Trichur,
Rov. Fr. A. Saldanha, S. J,,
St, Michael's, Cununanore,

T
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PREFACE CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
~~~~~~~ o SOCIETY OF INDIA

FTER such a spiendid ‘introduction to this book as the
l Foreword by H. E. the Delegate Apostolic and the
letters of recommendation from the Syrian Hierarchy
of Malabar any further comments on my part may appear
uncalled for. Nevertheless, in placing before the public
such’ an unusual and, as far as [ have been able {o ascertain,
unique combinafion as Malayalam melodies in modern
musical notation a few brief remarks to explain its genesis
and to justify ifs appearance may not be altogether out of
place. As is well known, the ordinary way of indicating
the tune of a .piece in Indian music, is by giving its Ragam
and Talam and naming another standard piece which is
supposed to be better known. How unsatisfactory such a
method is needs hardly any proof, since only professional
Bhagavadars are the best qualified to judge of these matters.
But even supposing for the nonce that these two factors
are known, stili, within the very wide limits of the Ragam
indicated, there is such an indefinite scope for individual
expression, or better endless variation, that except perhaps
for a few professional experts, [ believe, no two persons
will be found to render the same tune exactly in the
same way.

Now, there is no one who has had anything to do with
choral or congregational singing who does not know the
serious inconveniences caused by the absence of any written
music fo stabilize the tune or to set up a standard. It only
too often happens that each little group sings the same
melody in its own way, with its own peculiar variations
and modifications. Nay, sometimes the same person will
sing the same tune differently on different occasions according
to his mood or the inspiration of the moment. Though
variety within limits may be pleasing, yet when it exceeds

(N
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