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INTRODECTION.

(80M® OPINIONS)

Prof. Wr. STEN KONQW:

“I haveewot ic siglresy doubt that you are
right in saying tdat Malayalam was, in certain
features, different from Tamil escn before AL n. 900.
weesesse Lhere can be no doubt that Malayalam and
.Tamil are derived from a common base. They can
be considered as sisters of the same age, and to my
mind it is not possible to say that one of the two is
older or younger. [ am not even convineed that the
difference is always one of tme and fevelopment,
......... Togay I should only like ro congratulate you
on baving finished a long and laborious study with
results which will accrue to the credit of Indian
scholagship in general apd of yourselt in special.”
( Letter from Kristiania dated 22-6.1923).

Dr. .E. HULTZSCH:

You are ‘‘doing a real service to linguistics,
The mé&hod which you toliow is the only true and

correct one and wisl commend itself to European
scholars. (Letterfromn Halle dated 13-6-1923).

De. L. D. BARNETT:

“Undoubtedly the contemporary documents
must be the first and chief source for our knowledge
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of any language, 2nd one which most take precedence
of the grammars, Naturally thy longuage............
was never quite homogeneous throu rbout tbc Malayali
speech-area; but that fnct does not detmact f2om the
importance of the inscriptions as fir t-hand evidence.”
(Letter from London Gated 2nd Ja 1, 19249).

Dr. F, W, THON IAS:

“What you wrot ..., ...concerning the history
ol the Malayalawm lan"u'wc s icteresting, and [ shall
look forward to seeing it expoanded in English.”
(Letter from London datcd April 17, 1924). -

SIR RICHARD CARNAC TEMPLE:

“Itisa p:eésure to me to publish your Malabar
Miscellany articles (in the /ndian Antiqua -y),

“The Christians have been =0 lorg in S, India.

and their history so interesting and L may say still
so little studied that [ am rlways glad to publish
anything that can seriously throw light on the
subject” (Letter from London dated 14-!-19 23).

STANLEY P. RICE, ESQUIRE, 1/C¢S.

Mo ..read witn greal appreciation yoararticle
in the last (April) issue of the * Asirtic Review ’ on the
Magna Chuwrte of the Malabar Clristians. ~ Letter
from London.dated 23rd April, 1925, See Ch..1l,
VI and 1X which deal with this Musns Corta;
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EX.OBIPNTE LUX.

\ 2

PREFACE.

~

The Malabar Chrigtians of St. Thomas have very
valuable, historic copper plete(t) documents and
have been long enjoving exceptional social, commer-
cial,(® political,® and religious privileges. But
very few of them have any clear idea of the import.
ance of their Magra Carta or of the glory that was
theirs:  The first ten ehapters of the book are meant
to remedy this defect to soreeextent.

[ have tried my best to make this book clear,
correct and concese in its statements, IExhaustiveness

and finality are, of course, impossible. I very much
rsgret that the reading aud interpretation of the Cufic
ana Pahlavi portions of #he third document, which

(1) They haye also three lithio loectipiions In Pahlavl of the
Bassanisn period (226-G51 A. p. accoeding $0 M, N. Dhalla’s
Roroastrian Civiltzation, 1331), one of which was dlssovered
by me ln 1991 (Indiam Antijuary, 1923, p. 3565 and June, 1224),
There arb, bwideg, € 1nio fragufdgd In Groek (Ibid, 1923, p. 356),

sud anotur ales In the same language,

(2) Thoma® Oana, Sabe [so®a«l Jeavl Korttan of the ocopp-e platen,
were three ({>aign merchmaal princes amoog the Malabar
Vbelsiiaos,

(3) They had, ia pro-Porluguoie timas, & dynesty of Ohrlslian kiogs
oalled the VILLYY ARVATTAM SWARUPAM, Iad, 4nd, for
Jane, 1929),
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